LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDfRl

Vasudevakarnamrtam points at two directions, one towards its
theme Vasudeva and the other towards its author Vasudeva.

Now turning to the second part of the work
Vasudevakarnamrtam namely Dhruvacaritam, it is seen that the
various slokas are written under the different metres Arya, Prithvi,
Vasantatilaka, Indravajra, Upendravajra, Viyogini, Manjubhasini,
Sardoolavikridita, Vasantamalika, Arirucira, Drutavilambita,
Vamsastha, Svagata, Pushpitagra and Ratoddhata. Each metre
consists of 10 slokas except Manjubhasini which contains twenty
slokas. As the title suggests these stanzas describe in detail the
story of the famous eternal boy devotee Dhruva, whom the devo-
tees associate with the pole star. The story covers the sub-topics:

disappointment of Dhruva, his going to observe penance as di-
rected by his mother Suneeti, Narada's advice in detail, the ap-
pearance of Lord Vishnu, Dhruva's return to the palace and ruling
the country, marriage, the advice of Svayambhuva Manu (the first
in his race), Kubera's exhortation and Dhmva's journey to
Badaryashrama. It will arouse the interest of the reader to know
how Yama reacted about Dhmva's attainment of immortality. Yama
fears that he will lose his post if people take to Dhmva's path of
devotion.20 Vazhakunnam's style suits the taste of the modern
people. He gives introductory remarks in prose wherever
necessary.

20. Pp. cit.. v.2, p.67.
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